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+> FORTHCOMING DATES + 


Sunday, 15 to Wednesday, 25 February 
Monday, 16 February 

Tuesday, 17 February 

Wednesday, 18 February 

Thursday, 19 February 

Thursday, 26 February 


Thursday, 5 March 
Thursday, 5 March 


Thursday, 5 March 

Monday, 9 March 

Wednesday, 11 March 

Thursday, 12 March 

Thursday, 19 March 

Thursday, 19 March 

Friday, 20 to Saturday, 21 March 
Sunday, 22 March 

Wednesday, 25 to Thursday, 26 March 


Tuesday, 31 March to Saturday, 4 April 
Tuesday, 31 March to Friday, 10 April 
Thursday, 2 April 

Friday, 3 to Sunday, 12 April 

Monday, 13 April 

Wednesday, 15 to Thursday, 16 April 
Thursday, 23 April 

Thursday, 23 April 

Thursday, 23 to Saturday, 25 April 
Friday, 24 April to Sunday, 3 May 
Thursday, 30 April 

Monday, 4 to Thursday, 21 May 
Wednesday, 6 May 

Wednesday, 27 May 

Thursday, 28 May 

Thursday, 28 May 

Thursday, 28 May 

Sunday, 31 May to Thursday, 11 June 


DP 2 “Mock" Exams 

Year 11 Personal Project Exhibition 

KG1 and KG2 Sports Day, 10:30 am - 11:30 am 
Year 1 to Year 3 Sports Day 11:00 am - 1:30 pm 
Year 4 to Year 6 Sports Day 9:30 am - 2:20 pm 
Secondary School Professional Development Day 
(Normal Classes for Elementary School) 
International Day 

Secondary School Professional Development Day 
(Normal Classes for Elementary School) 

Year 13 DP day out 

Prophet's Birthday - Holiday 

Year 13, DP2 reports issued 

Year 13, DP2 Parent Teacher Conferences 

MYP Reports issued 

End of Term II 

Year 12 DP Weekend Retreat 

Start of Term IIT 

Three way/Parent Teacher Conferences day, 
Elementary School - Year 12, Dismissal at 12:00 
Space Camp 

Duke of Edinburgh - Camp to the Himalayas 
Dismissal at 12:00 (whole school) 

Spring Break & DIA Holiday 

School resumes 

Secondary School Play 

Year 3 to Year 6 Swim Festival 

Last day of school for Year 13 DP students 
DIAMUN 

Year 13 DP study leave 

DI@TECH 

IB DP Year 13 Final Exams 

Year 6 Exhibition 

DP Graduation 

After School Activities Part 2 Finish 

DIA Holiday 

Year 13 Prom 

DP Year 12 Exams 
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Wednesday, 3 June to Monday, 8 June End of Year Exams - Year 7 to Year 11 

Wednesday, 10 to Thursday, 11 June Elementary School, Three way Conference 
and Portfolio (whole day) 

Wednesday, 17 June Awards Ceremonies, Secondary School 

Thursday, 18 June PYP - Year 1 and Year 6 Graduation 

Thursday, 18 June MYP - Year 11 Graduation 

Tuesday, 23 June Year 7 - Year 12 reports issued 

Tuesday, 23 June End of Term III 

Thursday, 25 June Last day for teachers 


NOTE - Subject to change in line with school & government requirements. Islamic holidays 
subject to lunar calendar. 


++ IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS + 


YEAR 11 PERSONAL PROJECTS 2009, 16 FEBRUARY 


PERSONAL PROJECT INVITATION 


Come along one and all to the 3™ annual MYP Personal Project Exhibition! 


When: Monday, 16 February 9:00 am - 2:30 pm 
Where: Secondary School PE Hall 

Who: Year 11 Students 

What: Presentations of Personal Projects! 


Help support our students! 


INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF LITERATURE, 26- 28 FEBRUARY 2009 


WZ 
Emirates Airline 
TIONAL FESTIVAL OF 


This inaugural event will take place from 26 to 28 February at Festival City. 


Many international authors will be presenting sessions about their writing and there is also a 
fringe event where authors and schools are performing or displaying their work. 


More information is available on the website www.eaifl.com.ae 
DIA will be contributing to the Festival in the following ways: 
Elementary School Art display Walkway between DFC and the Intercontinental Hotel 


Folktales presentation Elementary School Marina Terrace 1 at 11:00 am to 1:00 pm on Saturday, 
28 February. 


Secondary School Model Debate Marina Terrace 1 at 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Saturday, 28 
February. 
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To thank us for our contribution, the author, Jeremy Strong will be coming to our school on 1 
March to talk to the Year 3 and Year 4 students. 


This Festival, the first of its kind in the UAE, is a wonderful opportunity to visit as a family and 
enjoy the multitude of events offered and focus on the world of literature and reading. 
Judi Hurst, Head of Library and Information Services 


CAMP _TO THE HIMALAYAS, 31 MARCH - 10 APRIL, 2009 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is hosting its second silver/gold level camp to the Himalayas on the 
31 March to 10 April. 


All DIA students above the age of 15 years may apply to go. Contact Mr Declan Alvaro for details 
in HS 007 or email declana@diadubai.com 


AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, TERM 2 
Dear Parents, 


Thanks to all of you that have already signed up for Term 2 of the After School Activities. We 
still have some available spaces in many of the activities. You can view the full activity list, 
including available spaces, on the DIA website under the Activities section. Just click on the 
appropriate year level to view the list of activities. If your child has not been registered in an 
activity yet, and you would like to register, please contact Yvonne Barry - yvonneb@diadubai.com 
or Mihail Kouzev - mihailk@diadubai.com for further assistance. Also, a reminder that once the 
first two weeks of the programme have finished we will offer the remaining activities’ spaces so 
that children can sign up for a second activity. An email will be sent to let you know when this 
option is available. Until this time each child will only be placed in one activity. 


Thanks again for your support. 
Yvonne Barry, ASA Coordinator - Elementary School 
Mihail G. Kouzev, ASA Coordinator - Secondary School 


EMIRATES ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP, (EEG) 


Dear Parents, 


The Secondary School Eco Club in conjunction with the Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) will 
be conducting a campaign to collect and recycle batteries. 


Batteries contain heavy metals which are a main cause for environmental concern. If disposed of 
incorrectly, the heavy metals may leak into the ground when the battery erodes. This contributes 
to soil and water pollution and endangers wildlife. This campaign is a good opportunity for 
students, faculty and their families to participate and show their support and commitment to 
preserve and protect the environment. 


Volunteers and staff of EEG will make the collection and tally the weight of batteries collected 
per school on the spot, and the data will be added to the Battery Collection Campaign data. The 
institution bringing in the highest collection will be honoured during the Awarding Ceremony which 
is scheduled for 5 June, 2009, to coincide with the World Environment Day. 


The EEG Battery Bin will be located in main entrance to DIA from 22 - 25 February. 
Julian Wilcock, Deputy Principal, Elementary School 
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+> RECENT HAPPENING > 


SS SPORTS DAYS, 4 AND 5 FEBRUARY, 2009 


On the 4 and 5 of February 2009, DIA ran the 4th Inter House Sports Day. For the first year we 
have managed to allocate two days for the students to get out in the fresh air and enjoy a little 
time away from the air conditioning! 


The two days saw dozens of matches being played between the four houses, with teams made up 
of boys and girls from each year group. Events included: football; basketball; table tennis; 
volleyball; netball and athletics. 


Each house represented itself fantastically throughout with face paints, banners and chants all 
day long. But, at the end of the day, it was a competition and the overall winner was found, after 
two long hard days of work, to be - Water! 


Thank you to all the students for taking part, supporting their houses and making the event so 
enjoyable. Thanks to the Student Council for organising pizza and Gatorade and raising in excess 
AED 2000 for Palestine Children’s Relief Fund. Also thank you to all the staff and Heads of 
Houses for their support and dedication during the event. 


Keep an eye out for the upcoming Inter House Swim Gala where the houses will battle it out to 
see who rules the pool! 
Mihail G. Kouzev, Athletics Director 


YEAR 3MK FIELD TRIP, 5 FEBRUARY, 2009 
Year 3MK had a great field trip to the BIRDS OF PREY show on 5 


February. It was a fun end of unit celebration. The students were 
very excited to see the Vultures, Bald Eagles and Snow Owls 
perform their tricks. Some "knowledgeable" students were treated 
to a feather as a prize for a bright answer. 
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PARENT INFORMATION SESSION - WHAT IS INQUIRY? 3 FEBRUARY, 200 


Mathematics Inquiry. Exploring materials | Science Inquiry. 
Discovering Patterns Discovering how materials 


- ‘Eric the sheep’ ; ; work together. “Make 
— J ; , your breakfast dance” 


Mathematics Inquiry. 
Discovering patterns. 
“Pyramids” 


Make an egg shell disappear without touching it 
You will need: Egg, vinegar and drinking glass 


Set a raw egg ina glass of white vinegar so that it is completely covered in 
the liquid. Bubbles should start to form on the surface of the egg almost 
immediately. 

What do you think will happen? 

Explain: 

Let it sit for a week and then carefully take the egg out. 
What happened? 


Science Inquiry. Discovering the 
reactions between substances. 
‘Make an egg shell disappear 
without touching it’. 


Explain: 

You can also try the experiment with a peeled boiled egg (boil it for 10 minutes). 
What do you expect to happen? 

You can also try this with chicken bones. 

What do you expect to happen? 


ES Parent Information Session 

During the first half of this academic year DIA Elementary School held a variety of information 
sessions. In order to help us maintain and improve our communications with you through such 
sessions, the following survey was conducted and the results are documented below. 


Thank you to the parents who took the time to respond to the survey. 
Survey results 


Poor Fair Good Excellent 


How would you rate the sessions that you 0% 11% 11% 78% 
have attended 


The information sessions were informative 0% 8% 17% 75% 


I learned some new things about my child's 0% 9% 18% 73% 
classes 
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Poor Good Excellent 


The school keeps me well informed about 0% 9% 82% 
classroom programmes 


I use Edline to keep informed on a weekly 8% 0% 75% 
basis 


The sessions were held at a suitable time 0% 33% 59% 


Maybe Unsure 


I would like to attend more information 8% 25% 
sessions 


Alison Besselaar, Deputy Principal - Elementary School 


UNIT OF INQUIRY - ART EXHIBITION, 2 FEBRUARY, 200 


On Monday, 2 February, Year 3 and Year 4 displayed all of their beautiful art work related to 


their unit of inquiry, in an Art exhibition held in the Elementary Gym. Year 3 displayed paintings 
of animals in their habitats, drawings of animal skins, tonal water colour paintings, block printing 
patterns and clay animals. Year 4 exhibited 2D work inspired by artists Georgia O'Keeffe and 
Bridget Riley. 

Skye Miller, Art Teacher - Elementary School 


THIMUN 2009, 25 TO 30 JANUARY, 2009 

The forty-first conference of the THE HAGUE INTERNATIONAL Model United Nations 
(THIMUN) got off to a dazzling start which saw the participation of more than 3500 students 
from across the globe. The theme of this year's conference was ‘Limits to Growth’. 

Dubai International Academy (DIA) participated in the conference for the second time this year 
with the students representing Egypt. 


Twelve students from DIA attended the conference. It was a new experience for our student 
delegates, some of whom had never attended a conference of this _ size. 
Aahan Bhojani was appointed as the Vice President of the Human Rights Commission and he did a 
great job of chairing his committee sessions. 


Every morning students braving chill winds travelled by tram to get to the World Forum 
Convention Centre. It gave them an excellent opportunity to meet and interact with other student 


delegates from various parts of the world. 


Some of the students attended the Chairing Workshop, since the students of DIA are to host an 
MUN conference themselves on 23 to 25 April, 2009. 
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Students had an opportunity to visit Amsterdam where they went to the Anne Frank house, after 
which they visited the Rijks Museum. They also visited Delft, the Dutch village famed for its blue 
pottery. 


It was an extremely enriching experience for all the students to participate in such a prestigious 
conference. 


The following students participated in the conference. 


Anja Gullerfelt (Ambassador of the delegation) 


Aahan Bhojani (Assistant President Human Rights Commission) 
Dennis Alex Jose 


Kristina Brjazgunova 

Nakul Sachanandani 

Ronald Chinner 

Akshi Sharma 

Oskar Karlborg 

Sajo Sathyvrithan Vandothra 
Ali Asgher Anees 

Sujyot Sukumar Mony 

Zainab Mohammadi 

Bhanu Shanker, MUN Director 


ESL ACTIVITY BOARDS, JANUARY 2009 
€Tiago, Jelle, Samin, Bas, Lily and Francisco are 
showing how the POT activities from their Year 3 
and Year 4 classrooms were extended in the ESL 
classroom. 


Lukas, Danique and Thomas set their ESL goals for 
the remainder of this school year. > 


Christopher, Farzin and Hyung Seo were among the 

other ESL students in Year 3 and Year 4 who wrote 

stories, rolled the question ball and learned more 
about titles, authors, characters, settings, plots and endings. > 


DIA GETS WET, DECEMBER 2008 

Recent Dialogue articles have reported school trips to Ethiopia, 
France and Egypt during the Secondary School's Week Without 
Walls in December. 


At the same time, a group of 

adventurers explored a ‘new’ realm 

that is much nearer to DIA - under the 

sea. This group, organised by Mr Ron Hair 

of the Maths Department spent five Mondays in 

October and November learning the theory of scuba diving. During the 
Week Without Walls, they had two full days in the DIA Secondary pool 
learning the skills that make diving so safe and fun. Then, they were off 
to Royal Beach Resort in Dibba where the instructors at Freestyle Divers 
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spent the next two days putting the students through their paces in an ‘open water’ environment 
(The Indian Ocean!). All 39 divers who got wet in the sea are now certified divers through PADI, 
the Professional Association of Diving Instructors. 


As certified divers, the kids spent their last day on two recreational dives where, despite the red 
tide, they saw a wide variety of wildlife including turtles, cuttlefish, moray eels, and a lot of local 
fish. Some of these students have already used their certification to dive farther afield. To all 
of them, we wish a S.A.F.E. Dive! (Slowly Ascend From Every Dive). 

Ron Hair, Mathematics Teacher 


YEAR 3 AND YEAR 4 PAINTED ON CANVAS FOR DUBAI CARES 


As part of the Dubai Cares initiative, students of Year 3 and Year 4 created a painting on canvas 
to be sent to a school in Gaza. The theme was to carry messages of Hope for the Future. It was a 
new medium for most of them and they showed us that they were Risk-takers and very 
Knowledgeable of events that were happening around the world. 

Anupama Ramachandran, Art Teacher - Elementary School 


® 


YEAR 2 STUDENT WINS ART COMPETITION 
Congratulations to Mustafa Mohammad from 
Year 2JW who won the first prize in the 
Universal Children's Day drawing competition. 


+ uppates > 


PARENT WAITING AREA REMINDER 

All parents are requested to respect our need to have parents, drivers or nannies wait in the 
Quadrangle area to meet their child at the end of the day. More and more parents are gathering 
in the hallways near dismissal time. The result is confusion among the students about where they 
are supposed to be met and overcrowding in the halls. Please remain in the Quadrangle and do not 
gather around the classroom doors for the 2:30 pm dismissal. 

Donavon Reinsmoen, Elementary School Principal 


EDLINE 

If anyone is having difficulty accessing Edline please send an email to helpdesk@diadubai.com 
Edline is an important communication tool between teachers, parents and students. Updates are 
generally made weekly and include such things as homework and assessment tasks. 
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PERSONAL POSSESSIONS IN SCHOOL 

There have been a number of thefts in the school recently and students are reminded to take 
care with money and valuables. Personal possessions such as ipods should not be brought to school. 
The school cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage that may be incurred. 


+ sports FIXTURES > 


Friday, 13 February, All day BCC JV Basketball finals Boys and Girls @ DIA 
Sunday, 22 February, 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm U 14 Girls DIA vs AAG Basketball @ DIA 
Sunday, 22 February, 3:30 - 4:30 pm V U Girls DIA vs AAG Basketball @ AAG 
Saturday, 28 February, All Day DCC V Basketball Boys and Girls Finals @ UAS 


COMMENT AND FEEDBACK 
If you would like to comment or give feedback on any aspect of what is offered by Dubai 


International Academy, please do so at your convenience, using the e-mail address 
diafeedback@diadubai.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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